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THE CRAFT LABORATORY

National centre for crafts in conservation
Support for those who maintain national heritage



The Craft Laboratory

• Department for integrated conservation, Gothenburg university

• Focus on university´s third mission; contribution to society

• Supports craftsmen & -women working with our heritage; 

– Traditional building crafts/building conservation

– Historic landscapes

– Historic gardens

• Seminars, workshops, courses

• Supports sector organization, networking & branch development

• Offer craftsmen/-women opportunity to run projects



Workshop medieval carpentry
Gallejaur culture reserve



Seminar on harvest of berch bark
Skansen open air museum



Youtube-channel



Supporting new networks for 
conservation companies



Swedish association of specialists in 
building conservation



11 regional companies – 300 companies



Newsletter to all 300 members + 300 in the business 



Calendar function to highlight seminars etc



Branch survey – 1200 companies registered



Results overwiew
• 1200 companies – continous growth

• Average 60 per county (span 28-191)

• 530 out of 1200 responded questionnaire

• 29% focus only on buildings conservation – 71% mix

• 42% sole proprietors & 21% Micro companies ( 2-9 employees)

• 52% Limited companies, 41% Private companies

• Employs on average 6 people, meaning around 7000 people work in 
these 1200 companies

• 17% women, 83% men



History of Gotland and church building 
period 1115-1350







Visby, UNESCO World heritage site



















From early viking period AD 750 until 1350, 
Gotland turned in one of north Europe´s richest regions

, proven by hundreds of deposits of foreign coins and 
silver.

• Gotland was an important trading point in the 
Baltic sea region. Gotlandic merchants/farmers e
arned fortunes in the trade between Western and 
Eastern Europe.

• The distribution of the 700 known silver 
treasures throughout Gotland shows that the we
alth was distributed all over 
the island. Biggest treasure found so 
far contained 14000 coins and total weight 67 
kg and is the biggest viking treasure in the world.



Gotland was an important trading point in the 
Baltic sea region. Gotlandic merchants/farmers earned fortunes in the

trade between Western and Eastern Europe.



From early viking period AD 750 until 1350, 
Gotland turned in one of north Europe´s richest regions, proven 

by hundreds of deposits of foreign coins and silver.



The distribution of the 700 known silver 
treasures throughout Gotland shows that the wealth was distributed all over 

the island. Biggest treasure found so far contained 14000 coins and 
total weight 67 kg and is the biggest viking treasure in the world.



Norwegian king Olav – Saint 
Olav buried here in Nidaros Cathedral -

brought christianity to Gotland 1029



Initially wooden churches were built, Hemse church ca 1095



From ca 1100 an intense stone church construction period started;
more than100 churches were built 1100-1250. 

92 is still in function and most of the others are preserved as ruins.



Start of replacement of stave church to stone church, 
Church building was financed by 15 farms in each parish.



Romanesque style, Fardhem church



In addition, two cistercian monasteries were established in 1164 
and 1264 and a Franciscan monastery in Visby 1233



Transformation to Gothic style started 1250, Rone church



Transformation of the gotlandic
churches slowly stops ca 1270-1350

• Civil war between town of Visby vs 
countryside farmers/merchants 1288

• Plague 1350

• Danish invasion & occupation 1361



Battle between Danish King Valdemar Atterdag's army andbadly
equiped Gotlanders, fought on 27th July, 1361. Approximately 

1800 peasants were killed.



Result; churches in state of various
Romanesque-Gothic mixes



Gothem church



Källunge church



Garde church



Lau church – 2 choir solution



Vallstena church



Källunge kyrka



Rune graffiti - evidence of old 
preserved lime plaster 



Cupboard for sacrament



Roof trusses of Garde church, ca 1118



Lime burning on Gotland



Lime burning history
• The common idea production and use of building lime was introduced to 

Gotland when the intense church construction period started. 

• Recent research show evidence this is not the case.

• Lime burning was small and local business until 1640ies

• Building lime production stops ca 1955

• Both one batch kilns and kilns for continuous production

• In total 600 remaining kilns and kiln ruins.

• In Buttle parish – one out of 92 parishes- there are 37 remaining kilns or kiln ruins.

• Two kilns are still in function by Buttle Kalk AB and Byggnadshyttan Kalk & Bygg AB. 



One batch kiln



Continuous burn



Buttle Kalk AB



An old kiln was restored and reopened 1989 by 
Hans Andersson & friends



Buttle Kalk AB

• Co-owned by 2 original founders + 4 persons 
in conservation business

• Focus on keeping the lime burning craft alive

• Sale of quick lime for hot mix & lime putty

• A pure limestone from local quarry

• 75h burning process

• 40m3 firewood/batch

• 23t of lime putty/batch



During excavations in Linde parish on south central Gotland a 
lime kiln dated AD800 was found in 2013.







Lim kiln with possible air draft channel





The viking period lime kiln in Linde

• Carbon dating; 86% in interval AD768-901

• Similarities with lime kiln found in Tissö, 
Denmark 2013 dated AD 850

• Pieces of burnt, unburnt, partly burnt and 
slaked lime




